











AVRAHAM AVINU

so how do we know that Avraham didn’t learn what he knew from them? Why didn’t these great
righteous individuals chastise and correct the idolaters long before Avraham came along?

The key to the greatness of Avraham is in the story of the fiery furnace. Avraham had not yet spoken
to God at this point in his career. He had no notion of the commandment to sanctify God’s name by
giving up your life. He had no one’s example to guide him.

The great tzadikim who lived before him did not undertake this mission of sanctifying God’s name to
the point of self-sacrifice. Had God commanded them to share the truth with the world even at the
risk of their lives they certainly would have done so. But in the absence of God’s command what made
risking your life the right thing to do?

The answer: it was really Avraham who invented Lech Lecha, and not God who imposed it on him.
Avraham figured to himself: If my worldview is correct, I was not placed in the world to worry about
my economic or physical well-being. God endowed me with intelligence so I could figure out my
way to finding Him and doing His will. If this is correct, it makes sense to leave the concern over my
physical and economic well-being in God’s capable hands, and worry about how I can be of service to
Him.

12. Bereishit 12:6-7 — God tells Avraham that the Land of Canaan belongs to his progeny.

And Avram crossed into the land ... And God YRS TN DTN BN DI KP...PIND DIIN 9N
appeared to Avram and Sald to hlm, “1 Wlu glve SN Phjyb [amn DY 13’1 NG ijn N Lnx
this land to your descendants.” Avram then built YOR
an altar there to God, Who had appeared to him.
SECTION II. THE TEN TESTS OF AVRAHAM AVINU
1. Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) 5:3 — What did these tests prove?
Avraham was challenged with ten tests and T3 DISRT POY WAN DRNAN IO INYD WY
overcame all of them to inform us how great was POV IPAN DIYAN S 130 o0 TS o593
the love of our father Avraham [for God]. oW
2. Midrash Tehillim (Psalms), Ch. 18 — The ten tests — What were the ten tests?
“Gods saying is pure” — he [Avraham] was ORI SNV WP F49pT 1D IS 1 N
purified by ten trials. And these are [the ten N (0 DW) IR, WRT 1WA POS TIWI — 1

trials]: 1. He was thrown into the furnace,

as it says, “I am God that took you out from

Ur Kasdim.” 2. God instructed him, “Go for
yourself.” 3 & 4. Two tests concerning Sarah. 5.
Hagar, as it says, “Consort, now, with my maid-
servant.” 6. And with Yishmael, as it says, “Drive
out this slave-woman [with her son].” 7. [Going
to war| with the kings, as it says, “He armed his

7515 IRWD D DT NND TANSITWN T
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AVRAHAM AVINU

his disciples.” 8. Circumcision: that God
instructed him, “Walk before Me and be perfect.”
9. In the Covenant Between the Parts, when

he prophesied that his descendants would be
enslaved in four exiles. 10. With Yitzchak (Isaac):
“Take, please, your son, your only one.”
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MTAYWin PN NS, 0703 P00 P
ST AR PADR NI AP (3,35 0W) PR riad

3. Bereishit 22:16-18 — The Binding of Yitzchak: Avraham recognizes that whatever God
commands defines morality, even if it is beyond one’s comprehension.

And he said, “By Myself I swear — the word of

God — that because you have done this thing, and

have not withheld your son, your only one, that
I shall surely bless you and greatly increase your

offspring like the stars of the heavens and like the

sand on the seashore; and your offspring shall
inherit the gate of its enemy. And all the nations
of the earth shall bless themselves by your

offspring, because you have listened to My voice.”
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4. Bereishit Rabbah 14:6 — Avraham is the role model for Tikun Olam.

Rabbi Levi said, “Avraham is called the great
man amongst giants. Why is he called ‘great”?
Because he was worthy to have been created
before Adam. However, the Holy One, Blessed
be He, said, ‘Perhaps Avraham will damage the
world and there will not be anyone to come and
rectify it after him.” Therefore, God said, ‘T will
create Adam first, and in the event he damages
the world, Avraham will come and fix it up after
him.”
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5. Rabbi Shalom Brezovsky, Nesivos Shalom — The Ten Tests: Avraham’s tests as a paradigm for

each individual.

Just as Avraham was tested with the Ten Trials, so
too each and every Jew is challenged during the
course of their lives with “ten trials.” For the life
of every Jew is marked by ongoing challenges to
inform him how endeared he is to God ... The
essential feature of a Jew being descended from
Avraham is that he trusts in God when faced with
a test.
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SECTION III. THE CORE ATTRIBUTES OF
AVRAHAM’S GREATNESS

What were the core attributes that made Avraham Avinu great — was it overcoming the ten tests
(discussed above), practicing chesed (acts of loving-kindness towards others) or perhaps something else?

1. Pirkei Avot 1:2 — Chesed is one of the three pillars of the world.

The world rests on three pillars: On Torah, TP 59 NN Sy T oW D093 e by
Divine Service and chesed. :DTOM MM S

2. Bereishit 18:1-2 — Avraham runs to welcome three travelers.

God appeared to him [Avraham] at Elonei DIINTT I W RITI NI ORI P YOR RN
[the plain of] Mamre while he was sitting at DOa83 DWIN TWOL T3 R PYY N 0V oD
the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 1SN M SANT FRD DONTED 1 N 1Y

Avraham h.fted his eyes and there were three LI TN XI 5N IV I TINGD K DN TN
men standing before him. He saw them, and ran

to greet them from the entrance to his tent, and R
bowed to them. He said, “If I have found favor in
your eyes, please do not pass over your servant.”

3. Rashi, ibid. — What is meant by “the heat of the day”?
What is meant by “the heat of the day”? God NOW TN BN 49PN RIS - DY DIND
removed the sun from its protective covering in P NDY WL 1IN 05, DHMIN DS

order not to bother Avraham with travelers [while
he recovered from his circumcision]. But when
God saw that he was upset that no travelers were
coming, He brought the angels to him in the
form of men.

DWIN DT PP DoRdHI XA, DR DAMN

4. Bereishit Rabbah 49:4 — Practicing chesed and imparting awareness of the Creator.

Avraham used to offer hospitality to passers- PIWH DAWT IR 02w N D3P 0 0aN

by. Alter they would eat and drink, he would 5N 715 15 10N 1593 DTS TN DT RN

tell them to say grace. They asked him, “What 53513 BN 15w WOONY D91 5N T3 1N SN
'?’7 « 3

should we say?” He answered them, “Blessed is b9 71T X 9N SR ST SN Y T 1oy

the Master of the world that we have eaten from , o b s~y b
what is His.” If [the guest] would agree to make I AR TP T A AT S A RN

the blessing, he would eat and drink, and depart. D2 2N T3 TN MY Y MITNAPY N
But if he would not agree to do so, he [Avraham] oW NOONY
would tell him to pay his dues ... Whoever saw

the distress that Avraham was in would say,

“Blessed is the Master of the world that we have

eaten from what is His.”
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5. Talmud Bavli, Ketubot 8b — Practicing chesed is an intrinsic part of the covenant forged by
Avraham.

“What words would you ascribe to those who
comfort mourners?” He replied, “Our brothers
who bestow kindness, the children of those who
bestow kindness, are clinging to the covenant of
Avraham Avinu.”

Whoever has these three attributes is among the
disciples of Avraham Avinu: a good eye, a humble
demeanor and an undemanding soul.

To be considered a disciple of Avraham Avinu one
learns from him and follows in his path.

A “good eye” means one who is satisfied with

his possessions and does not crave the money

of others. This attribute was found in Avraham
following the war against the Four Kings when he
declined any of the booty from the King of Sodom.

How do we understand a “humble demeanor”?
[Despite his recognized stature] Avraham had
great humility, as he stated, “I am merely dust
and ashes.”

“An undemanding soul” means one who exercises
control over his desires. This control was found
in Avraham when he and Sarah were about to
enter Egypt, as it is written, “Behold, now I know
that you are beautiful,” for until this point he

had not noticed her beauty because of their great
modesty (Bereishit 12:11).

AN MR MO, DDA MM T RO RPN ...
SW 1733 PRI OYT0M o1 %33 OT0M o0
WAR DTN

6. Pirkei Avot 5:19 — What attributes characterize the disciples of Avraham?

PE5I RIS D37 IS 1T e o S
OB WO TN M 1AM PY — WAN DaN b

7. Bartenura, ibid. — Explanation of a good eye, a humble demeanor, and an undemanding soul.
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8. Rabbi Shalom Brezovsky, Nesivos Shalom — The Ten Tests — Why doesn’t the Mishnah teach

that a disciple of Avraham endure ten tests or practice chesed?

In retrospect, it would have been more
appropriate for the Mishnah above to teach
that whoever can endure ten tests is a disciple
of Avraham Avinu — for isn't this his principal
achievement? Similarly, why does the Mishnah
not teach that whoever practices chesed and
invites guests is a disciple of Avraham, for his
character represents the pillar of kindness?
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1.

What is so special about these three attributes?

One learns from here that all of Avraham Avinu’s
extraordinary qualities — that he withstood the
ten tests and practiced chesed — flow from these
three attributes, which gave him the strength

to withstand all of his challenges. The term
“disciples of Avraham Avinu” means that the
primary ideals that he constantly taught his
students were the importance of a good eye, a
humble demeanor and an undemanding soul.

AVRAHAM AVINU

193N DIAR 5w vmbyn Haw i 1imbh wn
7 5o 15w oM ST NS TIwya Topw
553 Ty DALY 1957 D927 IS NS
WAN BIYAN D PRI YYD .. OBY0
T TR 33N DINANY TS PN Y W
JIODW WO TN M 7AW Py b

SECTION IV: BRINGING LIGHT INTO DARKNESS

The ultimate accomplishment of Avraham was to bring light into darkness: to light up a darkened world with
the light of emunah, faith. He himself was a convert (Chagigah 3a), coming from the darkness of idolatry to the
light of belief, and he strove to imbue his surroundings with his own light.

Bereishit Rabbah 2:3

God said, “Until when will the world languish
in darkness. Let the light come.” God said,
“Let there be light,” — this is Avraham. Of

this it says, “Who inspired the one from the
east [i.e. Avraham], at whose [every] footstep
righteousness attended ...” — do not read
“inspired,” but rather “shone.”

232 DWW N T TY NI I TP 0N

D3N 77N TP DTN TN TN N3 TONa
V375 IR DTS ANHD PP (XD PYL?) T4

PN NOR YT NP0 5N N

God changed Avraham’s name from Avram to Avraham to reflect his newly established role for the world, as
explained in the next two sources.

2. Bereishit 17:4-5

As for Me, this is My covenant with you: You
shall be a father of a multitude of nations; your
name shall no longer be called Avram, but your
name shall be Avraham, for I have made you the
father of a multitude of nations.

3. Talmud Bavli, Berachot 13a

Avram, he is Avraham: Initially, he became the
father of Aram; finally, he became the father of
the entire world.

NP2 N2 D73 10T N7 D71 TN 02 T N
TS 2822 DTN Tt ) DIIN T N T
SR DN

O35 DIND AN WY 72103 73N NI 093N
1910 05 595 2R s
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4. Shelah, Lech Lecha, Torah Ohr 3; and Pesachim, Derush 3 — Avraham made God known to
the world. This is the concept of the merkava (Chariot).

The expression, “The God of Avraham, the God O-RY DMLY TR DTN T-K DN BRI
Of Yitzchak, and the GOd Of Yaakov (]acob),” 7nb_x -n:n» ows an nwp NDI9 D\D&W ’:pyy
would seem to raise a difficulty: surely God is the TID3 AN TO-X NI DIV NON NTT DO B3

f th i 1d? Rather, He i fth
Godof thie entire world? Rather, He is God ot the DIP5Y I3 13 S NDD B FAT5
Patriarchs, as in the secret of the Chariot, for the

Patriarchs serve as a chair for the presence of His
glory upon them.

The expression, “The God of Avraham,” [means TINOSI DDIDMIY , DN T1D-K DN 1
that] the existential presence of God was made P 5y e

known by him.

SECTION V: THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION

1. Bereishit 17:7 — God forges an eternal covenant with Avraham and his descendants.

1 will ratify My covenant between Me and you Dn‘j’jb TN Y P IPAPI I ON an’upm

and between your offspring after you, throughout TIIN TIN DS T P B 3
their generations, as an everlasting covenant, to B I ‘

be a God to you and to your offspring after you.

2. 1Ibid. 10-11 — The circumcision is the sign of the covenant.

This is My covenant which you shall keep TN TN P DY OV VR NN 593 NG
between Me and you and your offspring after 77 DON27Y T3 IN DR 113 52 035 S
you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. DR OPD FP2 FING
You shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, T :
and that shall be the sign of the covenant

between Me and you.

3. Rabbi Yehoshua Pfeffer — Symbolism of the circumcision.

The mitzvah of Brit Milah is the covenant between God and Avraham. Symbolically, the removal of the
foreskin alludes to removing the layer of evil present in the world, and revealing the light of Divine
Holiness. Many commentaries make a direct connection between Brit Milah and emunah — the light of
faith with which Avraham imbued the world. Through the Brit, the covenant is sealed upon the body
of every Jew — God became the God of Avraham, and the God of his descendants. The deeper meaning
of the Brit is that God becomes revealed in the world through all those who enter the covenant of
Avraham.

4. Rabbi Isaac Chaver, Ohr Torah, 38 — An all-encompassing mitzvah.

... The mitzvah of milah, the stamp of the Brit, 34907 55 5519w, 11930 DI RITY 9% MISH
which includes all the 613 mitzvot, which is 555515 TR 19 7 NI 19bw e
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why it is called “Brit”, to indicate that it is one
mitzvah which includes every other mitzvah.
Through this mitzvah [a person] becomes rooted
in emunah, which is the covenant that God sealed
with Avraham Avinu, as He told him, “Walk
before Me and be complete, and I will give My
covenant ... to be a God for you and for your
descendants after you.”

I3 R TINORI W3 FINT IS T8
1 9N, AN O7ANRD NI T3 eIpn oY
75 PR, 99193 NN D0 P 3% TN
SN TN DPORD

5. Akeidas Yitzchak, Shaar 28

Concerning this emunah [God] sealed His
covenant of milah, as it says, “And I will establish
My covenant between Myself and between you
and your descendants.”

DW) BRI 72157 11793 1IN 1195 AN MmN O
TV P TPV NN IR (¢

SECTION VI: THE LIFE OF AVRAHAM IS A MICROCOSM OF
JEWISH HISTORY

Maaseh avot siman lebanim — the ways by which the forefathers, beginning with Avraham, lived their lives, sets
the precedent for the nation of Israel that emerged from them.

1. Ramban (Nachmanides), Bereishit 12:6

“Avram passed into the land as far as the site of
Shechem ...” T will tell you a general principle,
by which you will understand all of the coming
episodes concerning Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaakov. This is a fundamental issue, which has
been mentioned briefly by our Sages, who have
said: “Everything that occurred to the forefathers
is a sign for their descendants.”

Therefore, the verses write the tales of the
forefathers at length, including their journeys,
their digging of wells, and other happenings,
which the reader may deem as being superfluous
and without purpose. Yet, all of these things teach
us about the future, for each event that happened
to one of the forefathers was the nucleus for the
same event to happen to his descendants. This is
why God kept Avraham in the land, and brought
upon him events that correspond to everything
that will happen to his descendants.

11
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The following three verses regarding Avraham and Sarah’s descent to Egypt and encounter with Pharaoh are
examples of precedents for events that subsequently occurred in Jewish history.

2. Bereishit 12:10

There was a famine in the land, and Avram
descended to Egypt to sojourn there, for the
famine was severe in the land.

Ibid. 12:15

The officials of Pharaoh saw her, and they lauded
her for Pharaoh, and the woman was taken to
Pharaoh’s house.

Ibid. 12:20, 13:2

Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and
they escorted him and his wife and all that was
his ... Now Avram was very laden with livestock,
silver, and gold.

Avraham Avinu and the Children of Israel.

This entire episode concerning Avraham Avinu is
a sign for his descendants in the exile of Egypt,
for the Egyptians took his wife, and God avenged
his vengeance with great plagues, and brought
him out with cattle and with silver and gold, and
Pharaoh commanded messengers to send him
away.

All of this happened to his children, as the
Midrash teaches — all that you find concerning
Avraham you find concerning Israel: Concerning
Avraham it says: “There was a famine in the
land,” and concerning Israel it says: “For this has
been two of the years of hunger...”

Concerning Avraham it says: “God smote the
house of Pharaoh,” and concerning Israel it says:
“One more plague I will bring upon Pharaoh.”
Concerning Avraham it says: “Behold, here is
your wife, take her and depart,” and concerning
Israel it says: “He called Moshe (Moses) and
Aaron at night, and said, ‘Arise and depart from
among my nation.”

Concerning Avraham it says: “Pharaoh
commanded men upon him, and they sent him
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5. Rabbeinu Bachya, ibid. (quoting from Bereishit Rabbah) — The parallel of events between
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away,” and concerning Israel it says: “To hasten, (3 MPWRII) DD DTN PINT D ordYS
to send them away from the land.” Concerning BT, 2 5052 FIEHD TRD 725 0N
Avraham it says: “Avram was heavily laden with 379551 DD %55 DS BN (2 FIEY) 2

cattle, with silver and with gold,” and concerning
Israel it says: “They borrowed from Egypt

vessels of silver and vessels of gold.” Concerning
Avraham it says: “He went to his journeys,” and
concerning Israel it says: “The Children of Israel
traveled from Raamses to Sukkot.”

DRI, PYON5 T (¢ PWNRI2) 200 D7AN
SO0 DY DRI 33 WM (2 M) 5D

6. Bereishit Rabbah 42:4 — The Four Kings that Avraham battled correspond to the Four Exiles
of the Jewish people.

“And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel, 5N T TN 533 3 W 7o DTN 1
king of Shinar” — this is Babylon; “and Arioch, Sy T T oY 7573 OISO DOTIN aw)
king of Ellasar” — this is (Greece) Antiochus; VTN 95 % 2 o

“Chedorlaomer, king of Elam” — this is Madai;
“and Tidal, king of Goyim” — this is the kingdom
of Edom.

SECTION VII: CONTINUING THE LEGACY
OF AVRAHAM AVINU

Our task, in the words of Yeshayahu (Isaiah) is to be a light unto the nations just as Avraham was, lighting up
a darkened world with the light of emunah.

1. Bereishit 18:19 — The Jewish people follow in the footsteps of Avraham.

For I have loved him, because he commands PN I3 DN 3D 0N TS N WD PRy 02
his children and his household after him that by 1N D LB ey MYS 97 1T
they keep the way of God, doing charity and R 1,53: R ﬂND.‘IW:N

justice, in order that God might then bring upon
Avraham that which He had spoken of him.

2. Yeshayahu 49:8 — A light unto the nations.

I am God; I have called you with righteousness; TION) TIENY T2 PIIN) DTS TANID TIT N
[ will strengthen your hand, I will protect you; D93 IR DY 17935
I will set you for a covenant to the people, for a ' '
light to the nations.
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3. The Netziv, Haemek Davar, Bereishit 17:4 — The Jewish people uphold the covenant of
Avraham Avinu, follow the Torah, and are a light unto the nations of the world, inspiring
them to abandon idolatry and embrace monotheism.

“Behold, My covenant is with you” — to assist
you in that which I have said to you, “And you
shall be a father of a multitude of nations.” For
until then Avraham had called in the name of
God and had converted a number of people, but
only those who had converted completely were
included among the true servants of God ... This
did not apply to all of the world, and the initial
intention was not ... that they should all be a
part of the Jewish people.

Rather, the intention and purpose was that all
the nations should know God, and that idols
would instantaneously vanish ... (It was for this
purpose that the nation of Israel was created, as
Yeshayahu writes, “I will set you for a covenant
to the people, for a light to the nations.” For a
covenant means to spread the faith to all nations,
for emunah is called a covenant ... and this is the
purpose of Creation.)

Role Models for Jewish Leadership 14

I TN 92T IR ek TIPS N I3
T 7 DW3 DINAN NIPW 71D T D1 N AND
0 1AM DWIN DN RO “1 KD DN 70D
D27 593 NUN T 93T 01 1072 D903 10300
7Y 5553 0515 YW 901 P RS DTPD WK
ORI

DOYTY PUMIN 5D PP o NeaT ©n m DaN
DY D“IIN 330 T1DY) 921 o 950 oBN L N
TONRY TIZNY 4D NO2IT PYL MIRY 1D SN
oy 52 1p0% oy 117935 991 .00 MNS oy 730
(NI 57950 171 991 172 NOPI NI TIAND



