











CHANUKAH I

ox is the symbol of the powers of nature and

its horn expresses its strength. By ordering the
Jews to write on the ox’s horn “You have no part
in the God of Israel,” the Greeks hoped that the
Jews would recognize that nature alone drives
Creation, that man by using his mind is all-
powerful [and not God], and he can use nature as
he wishes.

4. Bereishit 2:1-3 — The observance of Shabbat.

The heavens and earth and all of their hosts were
completed, and God finished on the seventh day
His work that He had done. And God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, for He rested on it
from all His work that God created in order to
do.

5. Bereishit 17:9-12 — Circumcision.

And God spoke to Avraham (Abraham),

“You shall guard My covenant, you and your
descendants after you for all generations. This is
the covenant that you shall guard between Me
and your children and your descendants after
you; you will circumcise every male. And you
will circumcise the flesh of your orlah and it
will be a sign between Me and your children. At
eight days old you shall circumcise every male
throughout your generations...”

The wicked Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi Akiva,
“Whose actions are more beautiful, those of

God or of man?” He replied, “Those of man are
more beautiful.” Turnus Rufus said, “Can man
create something similar to the heavens and the
earth?” Rabbi Akiva responded, “Do not ask me
something which is beyond the capability of
man ... rather ask me something which is within
the capability of man.” He asked, “Why do you
circumcise yourselves?” Rabbi Akiva said, “I
knew that it was this topic that you meant earlier
and therefore stated that the actions of man are
more beautiful than those of God.” Rabbi Akiva
brought him raw wheat and cake. He said, “This
[wheat] is the work of God and this [cake] is the
work of man.”
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6. Midrash Tanchuma, Tazria 5 — Man’s role is to complete the world.
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CHANUKAH 1

7. Shemot (Exodus) 12:1-2 — Sanctification of the New Month.

And God spoke to Moshe (Moses) and Aaron in STMOND DI PIND 1R DRY T SN ' 0N
the land of Egypt saying, “This month will be for D Db NI N DT W D35 M B
you the beginning of the months, it is the first o
[month] for you of the months of the year.”

8. Rabbi Gedaliah Schorr, Ohr Gedaliyahu, p. 78 — Sanctification of the New Month.
The Greeks wanted to nullify Rosh Chodesh, PATS POMZY, T N WM Soad 189 Di
Shabbat, and circumcision. We need to T LW W BITR MRS DI 1T b

understand why the Greeks were opposed to the
mitzvah of sanctifying the new month, as this
only includes arranging the order of the months.
The explanation is that the Greeks wanted to
destroy the power of renewal inherent within

NIND 730 8N, DWIAN 970 NTD 5w Py P
JBSY IR WIS TR T3 1o Sab 130 onvnw
WYTR W M A, Do D3 P RS
DUVAINY 153 VIO B TP 1D T

the Jew and the ability to release himself from TIPS WA PTOYY” M0 wITR Sw ol
habit and rote. This power of renewal is related JIORY IR WM DTN 197 13 W WRI3 0D
to Rosh Chodesh and to sanctifying the new DORIT NN DR °3 1179 553 wInnsw 330 nioas
moon, as is hinted in the words we say when we 5w mYHWS LW BN DN, TN Tabaw
sanctify the new month, “That in the future they OPWS I TN

(the Jewish people) will be renewed like her (the
new moon).” On Rosh Chodesh a person is given
the power to renew himself like the moon that is
renewed each month. By seeing that the moon is
renewed, we come to understand that there is an
influence of renewal in the world.

9. Rashi Talmud Shabbat 23a — Jewish family life.

10.

The Greeks decreed that the Jewish brides 0P Sy MmN mna 55 Sy oonw 1w
needed to visit the foreign governor prior to their =5m1
wedding night.

Ba’al HaTurim, Bereishit 26:22 — Jewish family life.

The third well dug by Yitzchak (Isaac) is called 951 DPIMS 175 153t KOW 1A 1 T35 MY

Rechovot. This refers to the future, when the 595 133 1P O 1T O 0D AP A

Greeks decreed that the Jewish wives could not JPIND WDV TN (NN YD wATH) TAN TN
immerse [in a mikvah] in order to prevent the

Jews from having children. God made a miracle
and each family found a mikvah in their own
home. This is the connotation of the verse, “[God
has granted us ample space] and we can be
fruitful in the Land.”
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11. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. II, p. 458 — The Greeks aimed to detach the Jewish
people from tradition, holiness, and from being the Chosen People.

The Jewish exile by the Greeks darkened the PP T ORI PY WA P TR0 93
eyes of the Jews [it obscured their ability to TN TN Kamp) -Pwnnb 79 90 OrOw TS
gavelflamy of unde(rismndmg]~ et %nly did the BT 12 ME RIS DTS MonmY

reeks enact many decrees against the Jews in "EYSPI™ P33 AP I DY A

order to have them forget the Torah and bring : 5 X
darkness upon them, but they also intended to AT S e i) 120 BN i i =

remove the Jews from being the Chosen Nation,
to become detached from the Jewish tradition,
and then assimilate. This would undermine the
essence of the holy nation!

SECTION V. THE GREEK ATTACK AND
DESECRATION OF THE TEMPLE

There are two sources in the Mishnah referring to the Greek attack and desecration of the Temple:

1. Mishnah Midot 1:6

There were thirteen breaches made in the I 2951 DISIDW W ¥ SIS TIWY wHeh
[Temple Mount wall] by the Greeks.

2. 1Ibid. 2:3
There were four chambers in the Beit HaMokad 72 PNDY DA ... TR A3 1 S PN
(Where [he Kohanim reSided during [heir rotation .n, 3:‘773 D13wa IS 23aN DN ONIIDLT 033 1833

in the Temple) ... In the northeastern chamber,
the Chashmonaim stored the stones of the Altar
that had been desecrated by the Greeks. (The
Chashmonaim then built a new Altar.)
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SECTION VI. WHY THE GREEKS
INSTITUTED THEIR DECREES

1. Bach, on Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, 670 — Laxity towards Jewish service in the
Temple.

On Chanukah, the main reason for the decree Yowanme S T TS Y ouma San

upon the Jews was because they were lax in their TV DI 5035 FT ST MY STy
service of God in the Temple. Accordingly, the

Heavenly Decree was to take away the Temple
Service from them ...

2. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. II, p. 456 — The Greek decrees corresponded directly to
their causes.

We have gained a new clarity: Decrees do not 172D ’53 N2 u»x faimlip] N2 NI IYTT D3O
come without reason! The decrees came measure IR T NS DN TN TR0 ST SR SN

for measure: If therg had been no weakening DONPE T P RS — TTAYa MW
in their Divine Service, there would have been

no decree by the Greeks [to abolish the Temple
Service] ...

3. Rambam, Hilchot Avodat Yom HaKippurim (Laws of the Yom Kippur Service) 1:7 — Disregard
for the authenticity of the Oral Torah.

In the days of the Second Temple, denial v PRYTETINE ORI TP PR MW 53 10

(minnus) blossomed in Israel. The Tzadukim =5 Sy SMma PIORD WRY
appeared ... who denied the Oral Torah.

SECTION VII. DEDICATION TO JUDAISM TRIGGERS AND
ETERNALIZES THE CHANUKAH MIRACLES

PART A. DEDICATION TO THE MENORAH IS GROUNDED IN JEWISH HISTORY
The Kohanim are entrusted with lighting the Temple Menorah.

1. Bamidbar (Numbers) 8:1 — 2
And God spoke to Moshe saying, “Speak to Aaron PO TN IR OR 927 RS e SN 1 93

and say to him, ‘When you kindle the lights, the DY PR N 30 51 SR N AN TSy
seven lights shall illuminate the Menorah.” pana
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2. Midrash in Megillat Sassim LeRabbeinu Nissim, quoted in Ramban on Bamidbar 8:2

Said the Holy One, Blessed be He, to Moshe, ¥ YON IIBRY 1R 5N 937 Fwnd 57300 15 0N
“Speak to Aaron and say to him, ‘There is another 7 Y INY IV ST 7 W TN

dedication [of the Temple] that has the lighting by VIR FRI AP D03 I3 T 5y SIS
of lamps, and I will do this for the Jewish SRIIE 33 FI93F NPT DS

Nation through your children by miracles and a
redemption; and the dedication will be called in
their name; this is the Temple dedication by the
children of the Chashmonaim.”

PART B. WHAT WAS EXTRAORDINARY ABOUT THE JEWISH RESPONSE TO THE DECREES THAT
ETERNALIZED CHANUKAH?

1. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. 11, p. 456 — Risking their lives for Judaism.

When the Kohanim risked their lives for the 7993 — 71V OY D) 1901 D30T MR
Divine Service Wl[h UHSWQTVng dedication, they T DN I-HDD” _ Dn?gi—b?gn ]'—i ,D’DJ MY INT

immediately saw mirgcles: 1) In the war — “God 35w 757 D32 — HTAYT AN 1 — 1 Ewbn
gave over the strong into the hands of the weak,

etc.” and 2) through the rededication of the
Temple Service — with the miracle of the flask of
oil.

2. Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. I Committee for the Publication of the Writings
of Rabbi Dessler, Jerusalem, p.114 — Total altruistic commitment to Jewish life.

Through the total and absolute dedication of the D39 Oy DIRIMYRT S Dwo) NI N
Chashmonaim to Judaism, they rose to the level PPN SPRPIONT S0 ST AN, 0 e

of being purely selfless in their commitment, and P W DI DT Y 92IRA0 1 AT

thls.was the essential spiritual reason that‘ they o3P DB T 150 B N 195 N e
merited to overcome the Greeks. And the miracle
DS PO 1D PR 230N TING D353

of the oil, that the lights were not extinguished,
showed them a sign from Heaven which revealed
that their hearts contained an eternal inner light.

3. Bach, on Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, 670 — In response to their dedication, why was
the miracle through the candles?

When the Jews repented and began to DIPRNTT TIANN SY DY MOND FARNI 1N
wholeheartedly dedicate their lives to the service FWYI D DY oW A3 TP Ty D Y

of God, He saved them through the Kohanim, DR by M5 W 1Y N AR A1 373 03

those who performed the service in the Temple. R IS Somb KoK D Kb Jeb Ay
This is why the miracle was done with the
293w A

candles — since the Jews risked their lives for the
sake of performing the Temple Service (which
included lighting the Menorah). Therefore,
these days were instituted solely for celebration
with thanksgiving and praising God, which is a
function of the heart.

DY TTIAYR 5Y Dwos Mon® AN 1mnwa
WY 5y .OWR 3 AMAyn T DN Y
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[The miracle transpired as a result of their DY by b DWHY 1Y MWK RS MM 5" DI
change of attitude — heart; thus the celebration is R T 555 XOR DIWap NS 105, 3Ty
conducted in a way which is reminiscent of this.] 253w 9Ty

PART C. HARD WORK AND PERSEVERANCE ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH

1. Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Mishnas Rabbi Aharon, Vol. III, p. 73 — Spiritual accomplishments are
only achieved through hard work.

Another observation concerning the miracle of (X,59 Naw) S AN T TIONM DI A Y
Chanukah is in regard to our Sages’ statement: TP NI PV n»by DYWHI 10N TIND ‘73
Any mitzvah for which the Jews sacrificed their DO DD 5903 DIV .. Y 15,0

lives is still widespread amongst them, such as S5a3 791 3701 T3 T 37 S1a KON BXWS PN
distancing themselves from idol worship and ' ' '
OO MP3 DTN N3 190N DSy T

performing circumcision”...This is because all
spiritual accomplishments can only be achieved TP DM IR 23 2T N NI

through hard work — even to the point of self- D911 (R:77 1573) 1IORY T ..., Y NN O0Y3
sacrifice, as this is the main purpose of man’s PP Y KON B3 R — "N 27
existence in this world ... The purpose of JNPFA N0 0 LTI W IR TIT R

Creation is to strive for spiritual accomplishment
in order that one should acquire his portion in
the World to Come ... as our Sages said, “Torah,
the World to Come and the Land of Israel are
acquired only through difficulty” ... This concept
is true regarding every individual’s personal
growth ... and it depends on each person’s
freedom of choice.

2. Ibid. pp. 73-74 — Recognizing that spiritual achievements require Divine assistance.

Anything that comes to someone through effort is AN PPV MDA AN DTN KA 737500,

meaningful to him and he guards it, for he cares M55 N 5, P 1m 5y oS by
about the hard work he expends. Anything that TN 5D (KD POIM) YIRS . PYa 53

comes easily to someone is regarded lightly by oy oy =3 1R b
him ... To quote our Sages, “When someone does 19 UL AN N o b EImSIEPNE a mES

a good deed for another person who does not [DBYI A 2 Y WKL W7
appreciate the kindness, is as if he threw a stone

into Markolis [a form of idolatry which destroys

valuable objects]”. In effect, it is as if he did not

actually perform the deed at all.

In order to achieve accomplishment in Torah and
in all areas of spirituality, Heavenly assistance
is required, and if one does not recognize

NDWT ROPOD IR, I 0 59,0
DY PNT, DI PR D137 T3 TOD PRY DN

the Divine origin of this assistance it can be w13 P2 PR 1D 1310
discontinued, as support is not awarded to one W TIBY, I 00 N0 TNNa Suyn
who does not appreciate it ...  DDY TS N2 R TINOT T 1990000

On the one hand, making an effort to study
Torah enables the recognition of its importance,
and conversely recognizing its value brings one
to study.

3. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. 11, pp. 456 -7 — The long—term impact of Chanukah.
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Behold, Chanukah is the holiday of spiritual 55 195 J 179 55 IF A 1 90

strengthening! We can learn from the salvations 1Y) AP NI, 3T SIAON R n

and wars of Chanukah the uncompromising 5y 7327?35 SYPM FONM DD T 5t R
dedication to Jewish life. If we are worthy, P WD T 0
Al )y ' " |

the strength we derive from Chanukah will
accompany us throughout the year, as this is the
special influence this holiday can impact.

SECTION VIII. WHAT IS THE SYMBOLISM OF THE
MENORAH AND ITS LIGHT?

PART A. THE SHECHINAH - THE PRESENCE OF GOD
1. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 22b

And does He need the light of the Menorah? ... 059 R3S N T NON WIS NI TIN5
Rather the Menorah is testimony to the entire LORIES T S E
world that the Divine Presence rests on the

Jewish people.

PART B. THE LIGHT OF TORAH
The illumination from the candles of the Menorah is compared to the light that comes from Torah study.
1. Bereishit Rabbah 3:5
Rabbi Simon said, “The word ‘light’ is written TN T30 TN IND 10 DY T D VN

five times [in the first paragraph of the Torah] S99 N
corresponding to the five books of the Torah.”

2. Talmud Bavli, Ketubot 111b

All those that utilize the light of the Torah — the 1T T NN TN NN WHONT S
light of the Torah sustains them.

3. WMishlei (Proverbs) 6:26

A good deed is like a candle and the Torah is light. LTINS IR 0D

4. Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Mishnas Rabbi Aharon, Vol. III, p. 68

The miracle of Chanukah comes to teach the Jews 255 TS SR 595 191 K3 TO0A ...
for all generations, before the long exile ... that wTTND DY DI MDY ., TR TN
the Menorah and the candles symbolize Torah,

5D NI I D3 T, NN AN (00 °5WD)

as it says, “... and Torah is light,” and it is known
e 1INT

that oil also symbolizes light ...

PART C. THE ORAL LAW AND RABBINIC AUTHORITY
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As the Rambam explained above, in Hilchot Avodat Yom HaKippurim 1:7, there was a denial of the Oral
Law during the Second Temple period. Chanukah reaffirmed the importance of both the Oral Law and
rabbinic authority.

1. Rabbi Gedaliah Schorr, Ohr Gedalyahu, Chanukah, p. 22 — The Temple contained holy
vessels symbolic of both the Written Torah and the Oral Torah.

In the Temple and the Tabernacle there were PIID P IAW NINT,DD0 M P PwHm W
two special vessels among the others: the Ark NoMBE 0705 NI 1IN, A MY mmb
containing the Two Tablets and the Menorah. T D YR IINIANT 531,57 3wn St T P

The Ark, which was behind the curtain, inside

the Holy of Holies, served as the foundation for , . S S
the Written Law. All the prophecies that Moshe B S S L

heard emanated from above the lid of the Ark, as YA 2N 5057 573w S yewi
it is written, “And I will meet with you there and MM AYOWT " DWW, TI OT AN0%
I will speak with you from above the lid of the RanlishRiahlspllivilvaislnd
Ark, from between the two Cherubs.” From there

came the influence of the Written Law to the

nation of Israel. Outside the curtain to the Holy

of Holies was the Menorah, which was the source

of influence of the Oral Law to the Torah Sages.

ow 'ib STITYM (3:70 PIW) 21575, NET Syd

2. 1Ibid. p. 22 — The Oral Torah has a special association with gaining wisdom.

A hint to the symbolism of the Menorah is cited (5 RI3 X33) 531 19IRY 313 RIT 9375 19
by our Sages in the Talmud, “One who wants ,D1972 79 ...WJD’DW bt D’Dﬂﬂb a8y
to gain wisdom should face [the Menorah] Y3 M AW, TADM IV N Y
located in the southern part of the Temple b
[during prayer].” The Menorah is associated with ’
wisdom, and the influence of wisdom is through
the teachings of the Jewish Sages.

3. Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner, Pachad Yitzchak, Chanukah, Ma’amar 1 — Talmudic reference to

writing down the Written Torah and not writing the Oral Torah.

It is known that there are parts of Torah that B 997 0937 DI 0D D037 0O o T
are intended to be written down and there are ...DﬂD’-'iL) A athtis wa =995 9927 DI ,:z-Da‘-b
parts that are not meant to be written down [and 1D AT RIEP PP KON

remain part of the Oral Tradition] as it is taught
in the Talmud Yoma 29a:

gellE B s opraeid o e ity ~FION AN 795 SI0 Y T TS O T
Just like the morning is the end of the night,

9 Y Y b Y
the events of Purim were the last miracles. Al A R S P ) T o i

The Talmud asks, “What about the Chanukah PR NP 271572
miracles?” The Talmud answers, “We are referring

to the events of Purim which are intended to be

written in the Megillah.” [On the other hand,

the miracles of Chanukah were not intended

to be written down, but to be part of the Oral

Tradition.]

The primary source for rabbinic authority is based in the Talmudic discussion regarding the commandment
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to light the Chanukah candles.

4. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 23a

What is the blessing [recited upon lighting 5T WL PINSHI WPTP TN T2 277210 0N
Chanukah candles]? One blesses, “[Blessed are i
You God, our God, King of the universe] who has

commanded us to light the Chanukah candles.”

Where is the Biblical source of this command? L9100 RO (1 £937) : IR NN 39 21008 kil
(Chanukah observance was legislated during TIDTTTPT PAN SN (35 ©737) VAN PPMI 39
the Second Temple period; how can there be a S PRRIA

Biblical basis for its commemoration?) Rav Aviya
said, “From ‘Do not swerve [from the things they
tell you...]”” (Devarim 17:11). Rav Nechemiah
said, “[From the verse] ‘Ask your father and he
will tell you, [ask] your Elders and they will tell
you” (Devarim 32: 7).
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