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Shofar, Simanim & Tashlich

he resounding blasts of the shofar, the excitement of dipping apples in honey, along

with eating the other simanim, and walking to a river to recite Tashlich on Rosh
HaShanah afternoon, evoke some of the fondest memories of experiencing the sounds,
tastes and sights of the festival. Clearly the shofar is in a category of its own; Rosh
HaShanah itself is identified in the Torah as 0% mm apvinov, it is the awe-inspiring day
for sounding the shofar. This second class on Rosh HaShanah explores the relationship
between these mitzvot and Yom HaDin (The Day of Judgment), and the reasons for their
fulfillment.

This class will address the following questions:
~ Why do we blow the shofar on Rosh HaShanah?
~ What should we think about when we hear the shofar blasts?
~ Why do we eat the simanim on Rosh HaShanah?
~ What is the custom of Tashlich?

Class outline:

Section . The Shofar
Part A. Source for Blowing the Shofar on Rosh HaShanah
Part B. Why Do We Blow the Shofar on Rosh HaShanah?

Section II.  The Simanim on the First Night of Rosh HaShanah

Section III. The Custom of Tashlich
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SECTION I. THE SHOFAR

PART A. SOURCE FOR BLOWING THE SHOFAR ON ROSH HASHANAH
1. Bamidbar (Numbers) 29:1

In the seventh month on the first of the month D95 I IR RIPH WIS TN AW TN

you shall hold a holy gathering, you shall do no .005 M AP DY WYA NS TTIaY SRS 90
work, it shall be a day of sounding the shofar.

PART B. WHY DO WE BLOW THE SHOFAR ON ROSH HASHANAH?

1. Rosh HaShanah 16a — The basic reason is a chok, Heavenly Decree.

Why do we blow the shofar on Rosh HaShanah? VP NN NI L7493 Py b
Because the Torah has commanded us to sound
the shofar!

2. Rambam (Maimonides), Hilchot Teshuvah (The Laws of Repentance) 3:4 — A wake-up call to
focus on Jewish priorities.

Although the blowing of the shofar on Rosh 1199 25T I MW WRII 90 DD DUYUN
HaShanah is a Scriptural decree, there is a hint YROPT DT DOMIY DN 1Y D 13 1

to its 1[Perf°”fnance] Whlih mear(lf to Saly’ Agvake TION AW 1M DIWND WO DOMTIS
YOU STECPELS LIOML YOU STEEp anc you Smberets .. JIONTT DN DN 5N .DOND
from your dozing, inspect your actions, return in

repentance, and remember your Creator.” These
are the people who forgot the truth ...

3. Talmud Bavli, (Babylonian Talmud) Rosh HaShanah 16a — The shofar crowns God as King
and inspires us to become dedicated to Jewish life.

[God says:]

Recite before Me verses about Kingship, PO NI IPSDD IR WK N0 1R
Remembrance and the shofar.

Verses of Kingship in order to make Me king over D%y NN ¥T5 YN
you;
Verses of Remembrance in order that I shall TIN5 2305 DL DY ST FMI

remember you in a good light.
With what shall you accomplish this? 7

With the shofar. Rals)lin]
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4. Ritva, Ibid.

The correct interpretation is that [the final clause
about shofar] is referring to both of them.

How shall we make God King and how shall we
be remembered in a good light?

Through the blowing of the shofar.
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5. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 405 — The shofar motivates us to pray earnestly.

Since people are physical beings they can only
become inspired from an external source, as we
see when soldiers rush into battle they trumpet
and shout in order to inspire themselves to fight
better.

Rosh HaShanah is the day designated for the
judgment of all the inhabitants of the world,

as the Rabbis taught, “On Rosh HaShanah all
the inhabitants of the world pass before God as
Bnei Maron...” Therefore, a person must inspire
himself to request mercy from the Master of
mercy, and the sound of the shofar can greatly
inspire those who hear it.

6. Tanna d'vey Eliyahu Zuta 22:10

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korcha says, “The shofar was
only created for the benefit of the Jewish people,
for [with the blowing of] the shofar the Torah was
given to them... and through [the blowing of] the
shofar the walls of Jericho collapsed ... and in the
future the Holy One, Blessed be He, will sound

the shofar at the time when the son of David, our
righteous one, will be revealed ... and in the future
the Holy One, Blessed be He, will sound the shofar
at the time of the ingathering of the exiles ...

DN 2 D375 9y XD 9 Sya oIRmw 005
AN WP A Y2 DTN 23 7T, T By
TAMNID DY TINYIY 1T IR

TS DTPD TN DR NI MWN WNI 013 10 ON
W3 119735 D51 1R 1,09 8 Do 13
19 59,7191 2330 7395 P2 DWW R 5D W
PRIM 5P D07 WP WA PYS TN 53 I8
5525 113977 MWD DWW DIP...DBAT NIRD
PYBRY

105 8N DN N33 XD TN MR 13 v 30
DWW ORWD NON I DAY SRR
Y3 DIPOS 74P TOY IR LI I D)
YIPNR 4PN TOY DWW NPT TIT R Y

L JOPER SR 1Y) DAY IYwa

7. Radak, Tehillim (Psalms) 81:4 — Reminder of freedom.

And it seems that the reason for the blowing of
the shofar on Rosh HaShanah is to commemorate
the day on which our forefathers’ enslavement
[in Egypt] ended. The shofar blast is a sign of the
release of slaves.

D5 MW WRI TIYIINT MSD DT D N,
NI IO N LT DY MTAYD WMAN o
DTy MW 1
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8. Rabbi Avraham of Sochatchav, Ne’os Desheh, Vol. I, p. 153 — The shofar creates an indelible

impression for the entire year.

It should have been enough to accept God as
King in our hearts. However, this would not leave
a lasting impression. Only through the act of
blowing the shofar is this feeling able to last and
influence us throughout the year.

NOR , 7253 253 o moon My nbapa *T n
YD PR T 5P IR, D7D IR PN RO
w505 oW P AN IDWT DYPN

9. Rabbi Shmuel Bornstein, Shem Mi Shmuel, Rosh HaShanah, Section 1 — Rejuvenation of man

to rectify the world.

We say [in the Rosh HaShanah prayers] “This
is the day of the beginning of Your actions; a
remembrance of the first day.”

Rosh HaShanah is like an echo of the creation of
the world. My father, of blessed memory, taught
that the idea of blowing of the shofar on Rosh
HaShanah is meant to echo that which is written
regarding the first human “And God blew into
the nostrils a life-giving soul ...”

The original creation of mankind was in order to
elevate the entire world to serve God, and it was
for this purpose that God blew the life-giving
soul into the first man.

Similarly, every Rosh HaShanah, which is the
time when this breath of life is renewed in a
person through the blowing of the shofar, has
the purpose of fixing that which Adam HaRishon
corrupted.

DYS NIT PRV ADNN DY T DN BN T
NS

SUPITN AN P49 T, BN AN PYID NI 74N
T D PYD NI 49 W o iy 1nobes
...DY1 FIW3 PONI DM 147N

W5 [P APMN2 DTN N2 10T TR v 54
545 5 ammnw™ 8125 m4pa 5o iy NN
O OB PONI 53 1 oD

DTN D71 M TR R 49 D03 N D
SPSPW A 1P 1 N5 NI, IDWN MYSHN
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10. Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto), Ma’amar HaChachmah (An Essay on Wisdom)

— Reminder of our goal to perfect the world.

The first major step towards the perfection of the
world was accompanied by a shofar blowing, as
the verse states [regarding the giving of the Torah
at Mount Sinai], “The sound of the shofar was
gaining in strength.”

[And it will accompany] the final fixing of

the world in the future, when good will
completely triumph over evil, as it is written

[In the prophecy describing the coming of the
Mashiach], “He will blow a great shofar blast ...”

We are commanded to blow the shofar on Rosh
HaShanah to reinforce the perfection that began
at the giving of the Torah, and to prepare the
future for what will be done then.
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You shall follow the Lord your God, and

fear Him; you shall fear Him and keep His
commandments and obey His voice; you shall
serve Him and hold fast to Him.

We learn more regarding the concept of listening
from Yisro. The Sages teach (Midrash Tanchuma
Yisro 2):

“And Yisro heard.” There are those who hear [the
messages in the world around them, but do not
respond] and lose the opportunity; and there are
those who do listen and benefit. Yoash listened
but did not act and lost out ... but Yisro heard
and benefited.

The explanation is not that Yoash lost

something else by listening; rather he lost the
[the opportunity presented by] listening itself!
[Yoash, also known as Machlon, the son of
Elimelech, relinquished hope in the redemption
of the Jewish people by marrying and settling in
Moab. He should have returned to marry and live
in Israel. (See Maharsha, Bava Batra 91b)]

Similarly we see regarding positive things — Yisro
profited from the listening itself. As it is written
about him, “What did [Yisro] do as a result of his
listening?” His act of listening caused him to act;
because of it he came to convert.

On Rosh HaShanah we have the merit to develop
the power to listen — to listen and to better
understand, to become more inspired, and to
bring ourselves to action through listening.

Rav Saadiah wrote ten explanations why the
Creator, Blessed be He, commanded us to blow
the shofar on Rosh HaShanah:

1. Rosh HaShanah marks the beginning of God’s
creation of the world and His rulership over
it. Just as it is customary to sound trumpets
and cornets at the inauguration of a new
king to publicize the beginning of his reign
throughout his kingdom so do we proclaim
God’s sovereignty on this day.
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11. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 13:5 — The importance of listening.

PRI INT NI ININY 1090 DTON 1IN
20wn e iewn

12. Rabbi Matisyahu Solomon, Matnas Chayim, p. 276 — Keeping attuned to our messages.
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13. Avudraham, Talmud Bavli, Rosh HaShanah — Ten ideas to focus on during the shofar blasts.
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10.

Jewish Calendar

Rosh HaShanah is the beginning of the Ten
Days of Repentance, so the shofar is sounded
to publicize ... the opportunity for those who
want to repent to do so.

To remind us of [receiving the Torah] at
Mount Sinai ... to reaffirm that which our
forefathers accepted upon themselves by
saying, “We will do, and we will understand.”
To remind us of the words of the Prophets,
which are compared to the blowing of the
shofar ...

To remind us of the destruction of the Temple ...

To remind us of the Binding of Yitzchak ...

That when we hear the shofar blasts we will
have profound awe [of God].

To be reminded of the final Day of Judgment ...
To remind us of the Ingathering of the Exiles ...

To remind us of the Resurrection of the Dead
and to [awaken] our belief in it ...
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SECTION II. THE SIMANIM ON THE
FIRST NIGHT OF ROSH HASHANAH

On the first night of Rosh HaShanah it is customary to eat foods that are symbolic of our hope that the

coming year be filled with blessings.

1. Talmud Bavli, Kritot 6a — Omens are significant for the year.

Abaye said, “Now that you have said that an omen
is significant, at the beginning of every year, each
person should accustom himself to eat gourds,
fenugreek, leeks, beets and dates ...”

2. Machzor Rosh HaShanah — Apple dipped in honey.

May it be Your Will ... that You renew for us a
good and sweet New Year.

3. Ibid. — Dates.

May it be Your Will ... that those who hate us be
consumed.

4. 1Ibid. — Gourd

May it be Your Will ... that our [guilty] verdict be
ripped and our merits be read before You.

5. Ibid. - Fenugreek or carrots.

May it be Your Will ... that our merits multiply.

6. 1Ibid. — Leek.

May it be Your Will ... that our enemies be cut
off.
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7. Ibid. — Beets.

May it be Your Will ... that those who hate us be
removed.

8. 1Ibid. - Fish.

May it be Your Will ... that we be fruitful and
multiply like fish.

9. 1Ibid. — Head of sheep or fish.

May it be Your Will ... that we be as the head and
not the tail.

10. Ibid. — Pomegranate.

May it be Your Will ... that our merits be as
numerous as [the seeds of] a pomegranate.

11. Mishnah Brurah, 684:5

All of these practices are done as a good sign.
Therefore, it is obvious that we do not get angry
during these days in order that this too should be
for a good sign. We should be happy and trust in
God with our repentance and good deeds.
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12. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Darchei Moshe, Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 683:3 — Symbolism

of the apple.

It is written in the Maharil that the reason we
eat an apple on Rosh HaShanah is to remind
ourselves of the apple fields referred to in the
Torah when Yitzchak blessed Yaakov (Jacob),
“See, the smell of my son is like the smell of a
field which God has blessed” (Bereishit 27:27).

L. [1 DD 149 S ooamn] Dmaa and
T 0MEN 3T 5 1% 10 mpn prpow
9233 17 1IN [12:10 PwRIa] NIpna i

D49 Sy e

13. Vilna Gaon, Biyur HaGra, Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, Ibid — We look to be blessed, just
like Yaakov was blessed by Yitzchak on Rosh HaShanah.

[It is fitting to eat an apple] as it is written, “His
fruit is sweet to my palate (Shir HaShirim 2:3).
Furthermore, since it is written [regarding the
blessing of Yitzchak to Yaakov], “My son’s scent is
like the fragrance of a field which God has
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blessed,” which is explained as the aroma of a field
of apples (Bereishit 27:27). It is well known that
these blessings were given on Rosh HaShanah.
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SECTION III. THE CUSTOM OF TASHLICH

On the first day of Rosh HaShanah in the afternoon, it is customary to walk to a body of water (preferably
containing fish) and recite Tashlich.

1. Tashlich, Machzor Rosh HaShanah: Michah 7: 18-20 — Tashlich symbolizes our hope that
God will overlook our transgressions.

Who is like You, God, who removes iniquity and 1S IPINYS YWD SY 92 11y K i X
overlooks transgression for the remainder of His :RYT O YOI 215N Ty P 8D
inheritance? He does not remain angry forever e .
because He desires kindness. He will return and APOMY LI PG N
He will be merciful to us, and He will conquer :DNLA 92 D) m&}f?;ﬂ UM
our iniquities, and He will cast into the depths of
the seas all of their iniquities.

Give truth to Yaakov, kindness to Avraham DR R 13’33132:5?

(Abraham), as You swore to our ancestors from
ancient times.

2. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Darchei Moshe, Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 683:2 — We pray
that God show us mercy on Rosh HaShanah as He did to Avraham on his way to the Akeidah.

It is written in the Maharil that we are oI [ ‘D 19 % ooann] H“Nmma ano
accustomed to walk to a river [on Rosh “3 AN MR T I OR T o
HaShanah afternoon] and recite “He will again be TPEYS 5% [23 N ] WA NPNT DD

iful Michah 7:1 i it i i
sein) ({0 v (et seln YsILS)) eoee i 15 womliian IND 0D STIPWT AN 1IN TP D3 DAIAN Ay
in the Midrash [Tanchuma] that it reminds us

Sésy “wps Ty o

of the Akeidah. When Avraham was on his way
to sacrifice Yitzchak (Isaac), he crossed a river
whose waters came up to his neck. He prayed,
“Save me for the water has reached my soul.”

3. Midrash Tanchuma, Bereishit 22

When Avraham went to take his son Yitzchak IO IR TP TR 51T 9 OIeR Y i
to the Akeidah, the Satan appeared in the form 77 R NI PO PN 1P T W DO

of a river in order to prevent the performance YINIS T DT T VR TV AT 103 PPN

of the mitzvah. Avraham entered the river until
b D’ b Di ] ] ]
his knees and told Yitzchak to follow him. He Y00 N DD YPY DTIIN 2N YW AN
WHI TP OO0 IND PRoYY ... a9

had reached halfway through the river when
the water reached his neck he cried out, “Save
me, God, for the waters have reached my soul”
(Tehillim 69:2).

“If Yitzchak or I were to drown who would "2 5y TIARD DR 710 VAW 33 PR IN IN DN
perpetuate Your teachings?” God responded, MY TP T YW TN I4apT DUN T T
“Through you I will establish my name in the LIP3 TP 98T A .. DO

world” whereupon the river ran dry and they
stood on land.
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4. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Darchei Moshe, Tur Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 683:2 — The
analogy of fish and the Jewish people.

The idea (above) is also cited in the Minhagim, KON [0 7147 “9, R37° R“970] o33 110y

but there it adds that one should be able to see R5W M NOT WWONRI 0PM D037 PRI PO
the fish. Perhaps this is a sign that the Evil Eye DP3TS AN TN P PY 13 oW
does not rule over us and that we should be

fruitful and multiply like fish.

5. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Sperling, Ta’amei HaMinhagim 724

There should be fish [in the water where Tashlich D375 DOWD DTN B3 NAD,DIT I PIY TIN
is performed]. Man is compared to fish. Just as DN DTN °33 D DINAD TTTRHI DRI

fish can suddenly be caught in a ﬁshermans net, AN AP I T TR, P AT MTsna
so too can man be suddenly caught in the “traps” (A 0*1)

of death and judgment. Therefore, he should
engage in teshuvah more frequently.

6. Tashlich, Machzor Rosh HaShanah, (Tehillim 118:5) — On Rosh HaShanah we emphasize our
trust in God.

From the straits I called upon God, God S AT ONY 7 OINIR LB
answered me with expansiveness. God is with
me, I will not be afraid, what can man do to me? A .
God is with me to help me, and I will see my foes PRIV NN I IR0
[annihilated]. It is better to take refuge in God (DTN Mo ‘12 Mo A
than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in . .
God than to rely on nobles.

DTN T I RPN NS S

DT Mo3n 13 Mo A

7. Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene, Yom Kippur, Seir HaMishtaleach — Which transgressions can be
symbolically cast away at Tashlich?

The sins of the Jewish people are, in truth, extraneous to their being. That iniquity is not deeply
entrenched within the Jew; when he errs, these are only minor lapses that can easily be rectified. Our
misdemeanors can be brushed off. They can be cast away (which lies in the Tashlich ritual casting
away our sins into the sea) because they are foreign.
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