


days of judgment and forgiveness of sins ... The
greatest joy is to become pure of transgression!
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PART B. CENTRALITY OF OUR SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE

1.

Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto) Derech HaShem (The Way of God) 4:8 — Recognizing

that we are a holy people with a spiritual mission.

The Clouds of Glory that God encompassed the
Jewish people with, in addition to their physical
benefits of serving as a covering and protection

for them, had an even more important function
on a spiritual level.

Just as the clouds physically elevated the Jewish
people from the ground and separated them from
the nations around them, so too the clouds brought
to them a state of enlightenment that came to them
alone, apart from other nations, removed them
from the ephemeral world and elevated them over
its inhabitants. This was done at that time for the
Jewish people to help bring them to their natural
high state of existence, and the effect of this remains
for every Jew in every time.

The spirit of holiness emerges from God and
surrounds every righteous person to remove him
from the surrounding people. This notion renews
itself on the holiday of Sukkot through the sitting
in the Sukkah.
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PART C. GOD SUSTAINS, GUIDES AND PROTECTS US

1.

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. I, p. 329 — God provides for our needs.

The Torah commands us to leave our permanent
homes and to enter temporary ones, to a home

built from sechach, the remnant of produce left in

the fields This is to teach us that it is neither the
grain nor the grapes that we rely upon that give
us our security. Even the remnant that we ascribe
little importance to can provide our shelter and
protection if God desires. This will reinforce

our belief that God is the one Who provides

for us. This is the “exile to the Sukkah,” leaving
our homes to live under God’s shade so that we
should recognize that everything we merited to
gather from the fields comes from God.
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2.

3.

Ibid.,p. 332 — Cognizance of Divine Providence.

The seven days of performing the mitzvah of
sitting in the Sukkah can be understood as an
aspect of “Always placing God before me” — living
in cognizance of Divine Providence. This is the
essence of “In order that your generations shall
know that I made the people of Israel dwell in
booths” (Vayikra 23:43). Every generation must
know that God settled the Jews in booths, since
in truth there is no difference in the situation in
which we find ourselves today and the situation
of the Jews in the desert. Just as in the desert
there was no natural possibility to exist except
through the help of God, Who guided them

and protected them with the Clouds of Glory,

in a manner which is above any natural means,
likewise in every generation we sit under God’s
shade and are protected through the “shadow” of
our faith.

Ibid., p. 340 — Divine protection.

Through the Sukkah we are protected from all
harm, as is stated in the Zohar “As a result of
their sitting in Sukkot they were shielded from
all evil” — while sitting in the Sukkah we are
protected from the Evil Inclination, as we are
under the protection of God at all times. The
more we make ourselves truly dependent on
God, the more Divine Providence we merit.
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PART D. THIS WORLD IS A PASSAGEWAY TO THE WORLD TO COME

1.

Pirkei Avot 4:16 — Sukkot reminds us that this world is temporary.

Rabbi Yaakov said: This world is like a vestibule
before the World to Come; prepare yourself in

the vestibule so that you may enter the banquet
hall.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein maintains that the Jewish people in the desert merited both the Clouds of Glory and the
ability to sit in booths and derives the following lesson:

2. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Derash Moshe, Derash 22 — To internalize that this world is a means
to the World to Come and not to get absorbed in mundane life.

The generation in the desert, who achieved a very
high level like the prophets and merited the Clouds
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PART E. PUTTING OUR WEALTH IN PERSPECTIVE

1.

of Glory, nevertheless also sat in actual booths. The
explanation [why they needed both the Clouds of
Glory and to sit in booths] is that they needed to
be in the desert for forty years and live a temporal
existence and eat the Manna in order to learn and
internalize that this world is only a passageway

[to the future world] so that when they would
enter the Land of Israel, they would not become
absorbed in a mundane existence.

SUKKOT 1
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Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner, Akeidat Yitzchok, Emor p.121-122 — Avoiding conceit and

haughtiness and lack of appreciation and respect.

Sukkot refers to the thatched tents. We ignore
our gold and silver, our business and storehouses
and go into a small booth that has only enough
supplies for each day. The furnishings of the hut
are meager, perhaps a cot, table, chair and lamp.
Living simply for a week inspires a person’s sense
of purpose. He realizes that he need not be overly
involved in materialistic living. Having one’s basic
needs provided on a daily basis is sufficient. One
who is overly involved in temporal wealth and
acquisitions does so at the expense of acquiring
permanent spiritual wealth.
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PART ' REMEMBERING MIRACLES INSPIRES US TO BE CAREFUL IN MITZVOT

1.

Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 325 — Dwelling in a Sukkah reminds of the miracles God
performed for us and inspires us to be careful in performing mitzvot.

The root of this mitzvah is to remind us of the

great miracles that God did for our forefathers in
the desert after they departed from Egypt. God
surrounded them with Clouds of Glory in order
that the sun should not bother the Jews by day

nor the cold by night. Some commentators write
that the Jews actually built Sukkot in the desert.
Remembering the wonders that God performed for
us and for our ancestors will inspire us to be careful
with His commandments and will lead us to merit
receiving good from Him, which is what He desires.
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PART G. IMPROVING OUR CHARACTER

1. KIli Yakar, Vayikra 23:43 — Avoiding conceit and haughtiness and from becoming

unappreciative and disrespectful.

During the time that the produce is being
collected, everyone would like to go in from the
fields and reside in their houses, therefore God
was concerned that perhaps through living in
their houses in a permanent way people would
become haughty from having their needs fulfilled,
which leads to becoming base and rebellious.
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2. Rabbi Meir Simchah HaCohen of Dvinsk, Meshech Chochmah, Vayikra 23:42 — Empowers us
with the ability to counter the tendency to get over-attached to the physical world.

God’ Torah contains mitzvot that help a person
battle against his inherent nature; and additionally
there are other mitzvot which are not intended

to change one’ nature, but rather to purify and
refine a person’s existing, inherent nature.

The mitzvah of Sukkah [helps us accomplish the
former]: After a person toils in the field plowing,
planting, sectioning, reaping, and bundling;
working in the field to gather the produce,
filling the storehouse with the produce and then
rejoicing in the result of the labor, it would be

so sweet to be able to rest at home. At that very
moment the Torah instructs us to leave our homes
and to enter temporary dwellings in order to
sanctify one’ tendencies and feelings by limiting
the influence of the physical world, which goes
against a person’s natural tendencies ...

However, there are other mitzvot which teach us
to do what we would naturally desire. However,
these mitzvot contain details which are given
according to God’s wisdom ... It is human nature
to celebrate at the time of the gathering of the
produce with the different types of produce that
have been gathered, as is common throughout
the world. For this the Torah comes and specifies
four species and instructs us to rejoice with them
for seven days ...

PART. H. SUKKAH OF PEACE
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1. Siddur, Maariv for Shabbat — The Sukkah is symbolic of God surrounding the Jewish people

with peace.

Blessed are You, God, Who spreads the Sukkah
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SUKKOT 1

of peace upon us and upon His nation Israel and .Dﬁ;éjq-p_ 59 5;:{3277
Jerusalem.

2. Mo’adei HaReiyah — The flexibility in fulfilling the Sukkot laws manifests the importance of
creating peace among individuals and the community.

“Spread upon us Your Sukkah of peace.” A variety M3 NI A0 WED — "W [P WHY wIpY”
Of SpeCial laws are apphed to Vahdate [he Sukkah IR Pj Nb ,nﬂTN O Tﬂw FaRinAtea) nw:bn
even when substantial portions of its walls are _ b1 DOP5T 3 DIDMYS B3 NON 5w
issing. Such laws include “Ty ly buil :
missing. Such laws include “Two properly built B TEN SR TS5 (ST DAY

walls and the third but a handbreadth,” “The Y \ o )
wall can be considered bent over until four arms- o RS U ) DB SIS i 2

breadths,” and others.

The same is true of peace. Peace is so precious T 59 N1 DY 'm‘pwn OTn = PIIRMM
and vital that even if it cannot be fully attained, AFmAbWa W 13 NS BN DI IR 70 5

every effort to attain even partial peace among TN 03 ,IESM AN 03 WS SIS TN

people and communities is worthwhile.
72,10 BN 3 DRW TR 73531, v

“Great is peace.” We pray for peace, even if it , o Yy o
exists only as the Sukkah does, rendered fit only DWP3AD WY, "YW AT D NI

by special laws which make it valid. 7DD NIPMI3 P DN DY DOW BV D5oenm

SECTION VI. HOW DO YOU BUILD A SUKKAH?

During Sukkot we dwell in the Sukkah, a transient, spiritual abode, under the direct protection of God. How
do we construct a Sukkah which by definition must be temporary in nature?

1. Shulchan Aruch (Code of Jewish Law) 630 — The walls can even be made of iron or concrete.
So what defines the Sukkot’s temporary nature?

The walls of a Sukkah may be made from any DTS 0w 037 5
object.

2. Ibid., 629 — The essence of the temporary nature of the Sukkabh is its roof, made from
detached vegetation.

The roof must be made of something which WIS PN D MR PP IR 13 PI000Y 93T
grows from the ground, is presently detached, NI S N

and cannot acquire ritual impurity (it is an
unfinished product).
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SECTION VI. THE FOUR SPECIES

We take the Four Species of plants described below, uniting them in our hands. On one level, this action
dedicates the produce of our labors to God. Together with our dwelling in the Sukkah, we enact our
dependence on God by waving the Four Species to Him. On a deeper level, taking and waving the Four
Species is an action that expresses the Oneness of God in the world. Uniting the Four Species represents the
personal unity of our own selves, the national unity of Israel, and the unity of God over the entire world.

PART A. OVERVIEW

1. Vayikra 23:40 — The Torah source for the Four Species of plants.

You shall take ... the beautiful fruit (etrog), a DR D 9T Y 9D PR D12 D25 DHIE
willow branches of the stream (aravot) — and - I o o ny:@-
rejoice for seven days before the Lord your God. R
2. Mishnah Sukkah 3:4 — The number of each plant to use for the mitzvah.
Rabbi Yishmael taught. One must have three 251 MY B DT IEOY , N SNYIY? 039
myrtle branches, two willow branches, one lulav, AN NN TAN
and one etrog. oo
3. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 37b — The waving of the Four Species.
Rabbi Yochanan explained, [One waves the W MM PN 0D R0 PO P 037 MmN
plants] to and fro [in honor of] Him to Whom o PN DB 1 T oY
the four directions belong, and up and down [in
acknowledgment of] Him to Whom Heaven and
Earth belong.
PART B. SYMBOLISM OF THE SPECIES
1. Vayikra Rabbah 30:11 — The four elements of the Jewish people.
The fruit of the etrog tree is edible, tasty and w000 MDD, DYDY DN 13 0,970 SRRD
fragrant. The palm tree fruit is edible but has no WPNRIMI DL NP PV PP ,PIID PRION 13

aroma. The myrtle is fragrant but is inedible. The
willow is inedible and has no aroma. The four
species of fruit represent four types of Jews. The
etrog represents the righteous who have Torah
and good deeds; the palm represents those who

T N9 Pt 851 501N N 13 PN 5 33, DN
D02 WY N0 D3 W DPYTEY 1T NN
DOWYH DA PRI AN O3 2w N 1 255
1 PRI DN DWW 13 W 00 137 DTN, DA

have Torah but lack good deeds; the willow DOWPI NIV TN ND 13 PRW 137 1137 137,10
represents those who lack both Torah and good INY 305 FIMN TR 193 K12 27730 DR, D23
deeds; while the myrtle represents one with DPmmy 555y ond S

good deeds yet lacks Torah. God says, “Have
them come together as a united people and I will
forgive their sins.”
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Species and Sukkot teach unity.

The underlying theme of Sukkot is that of unity.

SUKKOT 1

2. Rabbi Osher Chaim Levene, torah.org/learning/livinglaw/5766/sukkos.html -- The Four

A unique, indispensable individual, the Jew has a distinct mission in life, exclusively tailored to his
personality and circumstances. Yet, at the same time, he is part of a whole. His point of reference is as a
member of his family, a member of his community, and as part of the Jewish nation. The human body
functions by unifying different organs. Only by operating together, will the heart pump blood around the
body, will the eyes see, the mouth speak and the frame of the body stand. No component can work in

isolation; each is essential and indispensable.

The Jewish nation is, similarly, one unified organism. Composed of different groups - Kohen, Levi and
Israelite - the chosen people can only function where there is unity in their ranks. Only by “assembling”
all parts of the people in a joyous harmonious unit, a “family reunion”, can the Jewish nation fulfill its
national role and achieve the ultimate level of unity: becoming one with God. Both are symbolized in the

assembly of the Four Species.

Bringing together seemingly separate entities is illustrated, most vividly and memorably, in the Four
Species. Like a family reunion, the consolidating all parts, “one for all”, generates much joy and happiness.

The peaceful harmony of the festival - as in our prayers “Succot Shlomecha, booth of peace” -- is the
period of being “completely joyous” (Deuteronomy 16:15). Together, we joyously come together -- as one
body and as one nation - under the protection of God to serve and become one with Him.

actions.

The explanation of this mitzvah comes from the
fact that man is conditioned according to the
actions that he does regularly, as all his thoughts
and attitudes are molded by his actions, whether
for good or bad. This is why God bestowed
many commandments upon His chosen people
in order that their inner self should be constantly
impressed upon for good [through positive
actions].

The mitzvah of lulav and the other three species
come from this same root: Since the days of this
holiday are very joyous for the Jewish people, as it
falls out during the time of the ingathering of the
crop, which brings man great joy, and is why the
holiday is called “the holiday of the ingathering,”
God therefore commanded His nation to celebrate
at this time in order to give them the opportunity
to direct their rejoicing to Him.

Nevertheless, since this rejoicing can distract

us from having awe of God at that time, God
commanded us to take things which remind

us that this happiness is for His Name and His
honor. It was God’s intent for this “reminder”
to be from the same species as the source of that
happiness ...

13

3. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 324 — The development of proper attitudes is guided by one’s
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4. Ibid — Analogy to a person’s vital organs and using one’s intellect, actions and speech in the
context of God.

Another idea that can be seen from the four DT DI, TN DIV IOR PID IPIIND L TN
species is that they are similar to the vital organs NI 355 T NN DT DTN DIND
of man. The etrog is compared to the heart, which 3595 159w I T 1D 5w
is th lling pl f the intellect, hinti

Is the dwelling place of the intellect, hinting to PP TR, DINIY FPYT N TS 1T

man that He should serve God with it. The lulav is — baony b
similar to the spine, which is the basic platform of I PR AV AT oA T B TR I 22

a person, to hint that man should direct his entire MOV AWM 30 MW DY PPV NN N NoW
body to serve God. The hadassim are similar to the NN, MITI MY DD DN WA I, DS
eyes, symbolizing that man should not stray after VI AN DY NI, 13T DN 1O 100 DO
his eyes on the day of his rejoicing. The aravot RaintalZ

look like lips, with which man finalizes all actions,
hinting that man that should guard his mouth and
choose his words carefully, and have a sense of awe
of God even at a time of joy.

SECTION VIII. USHPIZIN

An esoteric yet widely practiced aspect of the Sukkot festival is the Ushpizin — literally, “guests.” Every

day of Sukkot, we “host” another of the Ushpizin, the greatest historical leaders of Israel, in our Sukkah.
Each of Ushpizin represents one of the seven divine attributes (sefirot) of God. As we free ourselves from
dependence on the material comforts of home, we reach a level on which our spiritual self is more revealed
and accessible. In this place, the Ushpizin visit us, empowering us to connect the seven dimensions of our
own soul with its Divine source, fortifying our spiritual self for the coming year.

1. Rabbi Eliyahu Kitov, Sefer HaTodaah, p. 119 — Inviting the Ushpizin.

In the holy Zohar it is written, “When the people DN DN DR TR T 9002 230
of Israel leave their homes and enter the Sukkah DM, NI T3 RIS mwd b Dooion

for the sake of God’s Name, they achieve the DOWANIT DOPIIT YW 5o1,mrow %0 Doapm ow

merit there of welcgmmg the Divine Presence, LPYDRIN DD DY, oD DN 1T P DY
and all the seven faithful shepherds descend from
I3 DY 30775, DN D

the Garden of Eden, and come to the Sukkah as

their guests.” P8, D3N DAY o8 (IPPOVIN) D INN YA
The seven guests: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Josef, TN PTRD W) TN, TN A0,
Moses, Aaron, and David (some place Moses and DIPMSI03 SRS 53 DY DA — (OVS 1IN
Aaron before Dav1d), dwell with all of Israel in N2 DD TON DY b::w Nbx ST Pvaw b::

their Sukkot throughout the days of the festival.

VOV DRI POOWINT INLN 0215 WNI2
However, on each day, one of them leads, and the

others accompany him. DWW DTIPY IND? DDIMWD 5N N 0
It is popular to custom to “invite” the Ushpizin [DINNY,TID TIT PYOWINT 1IN DY D
before sitting down at the table. One recites: “I PROY PYORIN MDD IR, 901 PrORIN 1Y
invite to my meal the elevated guests, Abraham, A013pY, PR, OIaN (20503 DTIN)

Isaac, Jacob, etc.”
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2. The order of the Ushpizin and their attributes

st Day: Abraham, representing Chessed — “Benevolence” or “Love”

2nd Day: Isaac, representing Gevurah — “Restraint,” and “Discipline”

3rd Day: Jacob, representing Tifferet — “Beauty,” “Harmony” and “Truth”

4th Day: Moses, representing Netzach — “Victory” and “Endurance”

5th Day: Aaron, representing Hod — “Splendor” and “Humility”

6th Day: Joseph, representing Yesod — “Foundation” and “Connection”

7th Day: David, representing Malchut — “Sovereignty,” “Receptiveness” and “Leadership”

3. Zohar 3:104a — Giving the portion of the Ushpizin to the poor.

One must also gladden the poor, and the portion PYOLAR NPRT NPT 133 0 30015 s7rb sy
[that would otherwise have been set aside for NIIIPIT NT NOZ2 DIV RIT NIT 350107 Pt
these Ushpizin] guests should go to the poor. For N1 NI SPEUAN PROY POX PROLIN P11

if a person sits in the shadow of faith and invites

e TIPS NP IO 207
those guests and does not give their portion [to l iy

the poor], they all remain distant from him...One IO RIPDTRI MINT YIWRI DN LN KD K
should not say, “I will first satisfy myself with PYOWINT KDIT KW ROR 30015 1IN INALNT
food and drink, and I shall give the leftovers to Y MM 49RO 1 PPORIND YT ORI NI
the poor.” Rather, the first of everything must be . DN

for one’s guests. If one gladdens his guests and
satisfies them, God rejoices over him. Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and the others shower him...
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